CHAPTER 10—THE COLD WAR AND RED SCARE (1946-1960)

In effect, the US was fighting two wars during WWII—against the Axis and against Russia—while there was military co-operation after 1943, and the D Day invasion opened the “second front,” there was the hope, especially by Churchill, that Russia and Germany would destroy each other—even Truman remarked in 1941, after Germany invaded the Soviet Union, that he hoped the “two would kill each other off” (Roark, p. 949)--Russia had more than 20 million deaths during the war and its industrial and agricultural capabilities were destroyed—


Truman’s decision to drop the atomic bombs on Japan also were a signal to Russia that the US intended to control the world by military means—the Soviets were angry at the West because of the delay in opening the second front and wanted buffers, like Poland, between Russia and Germany, which had invaded Russia twice in 25 years—wanted German reparations

It was a period of great economic expansion and internal migration—US industries truly ruled the world, supported by military power—Nash claims 60% of all families were now “middle class”—more discretionary income—


Auto production boomed—from 70,000 cars in 1945 (admittedly still a reconversion year) to 8 million in 1955—the Interstate Highway Act of 1956 transformed the country—housing boom—GI Bill included housing money as well as educational benefits—the Kinsey reports, Sexual Behavior in the Human Male (1948) and Sexual Behavior in the Human Female (1952) challenged this pristine structure—not only adultery, premarital sex but considerable homosexuality was reported

The US economy began to be more service than manufacturing—increase of 23% in the number of clerical workers (= women)—the whole issue of corporatism and bureaucracy, as seen in The Man in the Gray Flannel Suit, The Organization Man and The Lonely American—the end of “individualism,” although as a culture—in movie westerns, for example—it survived, almost as a reminiscence


The Three Cultures:

1. Affluence and conformity

2. The beat generation

3. Elvis and the culture of rebellion—the social movements—Doors # 2 and # 3

a. Civil rights

b. Women’s movement

c. Unionism

d. Environment

Alienation—develops into the beat generation of the early 50s, the anti-materialists—


The suburbs—the idealization of the nuclear family, enforced by the media—Ozzie and Harriet 


Population growth—the birthrate soared as “the baby boom,” which continued through 1957, and the death rate declined, due to medical discoveries like penicillin, the Salk polio vaccine

Mass culture—development of television—by 1960, ¾ of all families owned a TV—in 1955, it was estimated that graduating seniors had spent 11,000 hours in class and 15,000 hours watching TV—everything was ideology and affected by the Cold War--


Internal migration—25% of all growth was in California, continuing the patterns of the 1930s and 40s—even the Dodgers move west, as a symbol of the change in the country—Richard Nixon becomes the first president from California—see chart on p. 646 for population shift)—enforced segregation patterns—Levittown—the standardization of housing—as David Levitt said, “No man who owns his own house and lot can be a Communist”—shopping centers and retail consolidation—in 1945, Sam Walton opened his first store in Newport, AR—

THE FAIR DEAL—


“Sherman was wrong. Peace is hell.”—“The Congress [is] balking, labor has gone crazy and management isn’t far from insane in selfishness.” (Truman’s letter to his mother, 1945—quoted in Roark, p. 964)


Truman tried to continue a modified New Deal, with initiatives in

· Jobs—passed The Employment Act of 1946 for the federal government to take responsibility “to promote maximum employment, production and purchasing power”—also created the President’s Council of Economic Advisers, which still exists—

· Economy—problems with inflation and shortages of consumer goods—“Two Families in Every garage”--

· Housing--

· Education

· Civil rights—integrated the military
· Health care—he introduced in 1948 the first national health care bill—in the coulda/woulda/shoulda category, the failure of this initiative is at the top of the list
1946 

March 6, 1946—Winston Churchill, accompanied by Truman, delivers the “Iron Curtain” speech at Westminster College in Fulton, MO, setting down the lines for the Cold War—like Teddy Roosevelt redux—“the big stick”--most of all Churchill was influenced by

1. The terrible losses and destruction of WWII

2. Obsessive anti-communism, both domestically and internationally


“From what I have seen of our Russian friends and allies during the war, I am convinced that there is nothing they admire so much as strength, and there is nothing for which they have less respect than for weakness, especially military weakness. For that reason the old doctrine of a balance of power is unsound. We cannot afford, if we can help it, to work on narrow margins, offering temptations to a trial of strength. “


Excepts from the speech http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/churchill-iron.html 


Major strikes-in 1946 there were 4,985 strikes involving 4,600,000 workers for 116 million days. The US strike wave of 1945-1946 is one of the great episodes in working class history and began almost as soon as VJ Day was declared—pent-up energies, the release from the no-strike pledge of the war and resentment over a falling standard of living during the war—sense of entitlement: we fought the war, now we want to share the fruits of victory—

· September 1945, 43,000 petroleum workers and 200,000 coal workers struck.
· October 44,000 lumber workers, 70,000 teamsters, and 40,000 machinists joined them—
· November 1945, the UAW called its first major strike against GM since the company was unionized in 1937. Nearly a quarter of a million men walked out—
· at a strike against Yale & Towne in New Haven, which withdrew recognition of the IAM, workers struck on November 7, 1945, expanded to a general strike in January and settled for a 30% raise in early April—
· 174,000 electrical workers, 300,000 meatpackers, and 3/4 of a million steelworkers went on strike in January 1946
· April, 1946—John L. Lewis calls out 350,000 coal miners
· May, 1946—railroad workers struck, almost halting the country’s economy—Truman “nationalized” the rail lines and on May 24, issued an ultimatum and threatened to bring in federal troops to operate the trains—also asked Congress for legislation to end seniority and to draft all of the strikers
· September, 1946—ILWU struck the west coast ports
A good summary of the period, from an anti-union point of view, http://www.bitsofnews.com/content/view/6638/ 


1946 election—Republicans gained 55 seats and control of Congress for the first time since 1928 and it was called by The Chicago Tribune “the greatest Republican victory since Appomattox”—many union members, angry at Truman, whose approval rating had dropped to 32% over his handling of the strikes, did not vote—the old joke “What would FDR do if he were alive” became “What would Truman do if he were alive” and “To err is Truman”--among the newly elected were Senator Joseph McCarthy, who had defeated Robert LaFollette, Jr. in the Republican primary, and Congressmen Richard Nixon, who red baited Jerry Voorhis as the center of his campaign, and John F. Kennedy—the red scare was a major issue in the election, which the Republicans called “Communism vs. Republicanism,” and publicly denounced "pink puppets in control of the federal bureaucracy"--the new Congress passed the Taft-Hartley law in 1947


Russia removed troops from Iran, under US pressure, to allow US access to oil fields—Stalin challenged US support for dictators in Latin America while demanding “free elections” in European countries in the Russian sphere of influence—
1947—
NSA and CIA founded

            The Truman Doctrine, directed at Greece and Turkey and  posed to Congress on March 12, 1947 during a crisis in the Greek civil war—“The American system can survive in America only if it becomes a world system”—the “domino theory”—the civil war in Greece (1946-48) was a revolutionary movement, which included the possible seizure of Athens by the National Liberation Front and guerilla warfare (1946-49) supported by the Soviet Union—support for both governments led to military takeovers and dictatorships that lasted, in Greece, until 1974

Loyalty program--On March 21, 1947, concerned with Soviet subversive penetration and infiltration into the United States government by American citizens who held oaths of allegiance to a foreign power during war time, President Harry S Truman instituted a Loyalty Program, requiring loyalty oaths and background investigations on persons deemed suspect to holding party membership in organizations that advocated violent and anti-democratic programs.

July, 1947--The X Article (also known as “The Sources of Soviet Conduct”), was published by George F. Kennan, the Deputy Chief of Mission in Russia from 1944-46, under Ambassador Averill Harriman, in the magazine Foreign Affairs—developed the theory of containment, which was the foundation for US policy—all based on the premise that Russia was dangerous and devious, and, by extension, anyone in the US who disagreed, was a disloyal traitor


July 26, 1947—Truman singed The National Security Act to realign the military and intelligence community and appointed James Forrestal as Secretary of Defense
George F. Kennan--The Long Telegram

Arriving in Washington on July 26, 1946,  the Long Telegram, was Kennan’s response to the  U.S. Treasury Department, who asked why Russia would not support the International Monetary Fund-- Kennan was profoundly aware of the matters at stake; its preface says:

Answer to Dept’s 284, Feb. 3,13 involves questions so intricate, so delicate, so strange to our form of thought, and so important to analysis of our international environment that I cannot compress answers into single brief message without yielding to what I feel would be a dangerous degree of oversimplification. I hope, therefore, Dept will bear with me if I submit in answer to this question five parts . . . I apologize in advance for this burdening of telegraphic channel; but questions involved are of such urgent importance, particularly in view of recent events, that our answers to them, if they deserve attention at all, seem to me to deserve it at once.

Kennan proceeded (in the first two sections) to posit concepts that became the foundation of American Cold War policy:

1. The USSR perceived itself at perpetual war with capitalism;

2. The systems of socialism and social democracy were incompatible;
            3. The USSR would use controllable Marxists in the capitalist world as allies;
            4. Soviet aggression was fundamentally not aligned with the views of the Russian people or with economic reality, but in historic Russian xenophobia and paranoia;
            5. The Soviet government's structure prohibited objective or accurate pictures of internal and external reality.

Section five exposited Soviet weaknesses and proposed U.S. strategy. Kennan argued that the Soviet Union would be sensitive to force, that the Soviets were weak, compared to the united Western world, that the Soviets were vulnerable to internal instability, and that Soviet propaganda was primarily negative and destructive. Kennan advocated sound appraisal, public education, solutions of the internal problems of U.S. society, proposing for other nations a positive picture of the world the U.S. would like to see, and faith in the superiority of the Western way of life over the collective ideals of Soviet Communists.

The Long Telegram gave the US government a clear understanding of how the Soviet government saw itself in the international community. According to Kennan, the Soviet Union did not see the possibility for long-term peaceful coexistence with the capitalist world. It was their ever-present aim to advance the socialist cause. Capitalism was a menace to the ideals of socialism, and capitalists could not be trusted or allowed to influence the Soviet people. Outright conflict was never considered a desirable avenue for the propagation of the Soviet cause, but their eyes and ears were always open for the opportunity to take advantage of “diseased tissue” anywhere in the world.

The end of British rule in India—the Dominion of India and the Dominion of Pakistan were created, over Gandhi’s opposition to the partitioning of the country, especially into Muslim and Hindu countries—correctly predicted future friction and military conflicts—in 1950, India became an independent country-- Pakistan proclaimed itself a Republic in 1956 but faced a number of internal power struggles that has seen suspensions of democracy. In 1971, the Pakistani Civil War, culminating in the 1971 War, saw the splintering-off of East Pakistan into the nation of Bangladesh

November, 1947—United Nations voted in favor of the partition of Palestine, proposing the creation of a Jewish state, an Arab state, and a UN-administered Jerusalem—on May 14, 1948, Israel declared independence and was attacked by Arab countries (Egypt, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon and Iraq) the next day—defended by Haganah troops—the war created 800,000 Arab refugees—the US immediately recognized the state of Israel--
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The Israeli government has enforced laws to crack down heavily on the commemoration of the Nakba. The Nakba is the massive ethnic cleansing that took place in 1948 when zionist militias forcefully expelled over 800,000 Palestinians from their homeland in order to create the zionist state of Israel.   Facebook  4 May 2010
THE RED SCARE
           In 1940, soon after World War II began in Europe, the US Congress legislated the Alien Registration Act (aka the Smith Act, 18 USC §2385), proposed by Congressman Howard W. Smith (VA) making it a crime to "knowingly or willfully advocate, abet, advise or teach the duty, necessity, desirability or propriety of overthrowing the Government of the United States or of any State by force or violence, or for anyone to organize any association which teaches, advises or encourages such an overthrow, or for anyone to become a member of or to affiliate with any such association" — and required Federal registration of all foreign nationals—a Democrat, Smith was originally a supporter of the New Deal but became a militant segregationist, and opposed all civil rights legislation—“The Southern people have never accepted the colored race as a race of people who had equal intelligence ... as the white people of the South."--inserted the word “sex” into the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title VII, and changed history—pretty much the same language as the Espionage Act of 1917—


There had been earlier red moments—in 1945, Igor Gouzenko defected from the Soviet Embassy in Canada and revealed a spy ring


National Security Act—established the CIA

March 21, 1947—Executive Order 9835—the first general loyalty program “to root out Communists”--allowed the F.B.I. to run initial name checks on federal employees, and authorized further field investigation if the initial inquiry uncovered "derogatory information”


April 3, 1947—the Attorney General’s List of Subversive Organizations, first known as the Biddle List, after Francis Biddle’s attempt to track Nazi and Communist organizations in 1941—

October, 1947—Roy Brewer, head of IATSE, testified before HUAC in Washington about Hollywood and named 13 “known Communists,” including several involved in the strike of 1946 by the Conference of Studio Unions, whose strike against the major studios in 1945, ended on Bloody Friday (October 5, 1945) in a riot outside the gates of Warner Brothers—the hearings started with Walt Disney and Ronald Reagan, president of the Screen Actors Guild, testifying that Communism was a serious threat in the movie industry—on October 11, 1947, the eleven “unfriendly” witnesses were called before the Committee and took the 1st amendment when asked the infamous question: “Are you now or have you ever been a member of the Communist Party,” even though such membership was not illegal—the Ten were cited for contempt and Congress began to hold hearings


November 17, 1947---Screen Actors Guild voted to make its officer swear to a non-communist oath

November 24, 1947—Congress voted to issue citations for contempt of Congress for the Ten


There was also a Committee to Defend the First Amendment, which included Humphrey Bogart, Lauren Bacall, John Huston, Gene Kelly and Danny Kaye—Bogart subsequently recanted his support, which Bacall said was a decision he regretted for the rest of his life


After all court review, the Ten served a year in jail in 1950 and were blacklisted for another ten years


December 3, 1947—The Waldorf Statement—proclaimed by Eric Johnston, president of the Motion Picture Association of America:

       "Members of the Association of Motion Picture Producers deplore the action of the 10 Hollywood men who have been cited for contempt by the House of Representatives. We do not desire to prejudge their legal rights, but their actions have been a disservice to their employers and have impaired their usefulness to the industry.

       "We will forthwith discharge or suspend without compensation those in our employ, and we will not re-employ any of the 10 until such time as he is acquitted or has purged himself of contempt and declares under oath that he is not a Communist.

      "On the broader issue of alleged subversive and disloyal elements in Hollywood, our members are likewise prepared to take positive action.

      "We will not knowingly employ a Communist or a member of any party or group which advocates the overthrow of the government of the United States by force or by any illegal or unconstitutional methods.

      "In pursuing this policy, we are not going to be swayed by hysteria or intimidation from any source. We are frank to recognize that such a policy involves danger and risks. There is the danger of hurting innocent people. There is the risk of creating an atmosphere of fear. Creative work at its best cannot be carried on in an atmosphere of fear. We will guard against this danger, this risk, this fear.

      "To this end we will invite the Hollywood talent guilds to work with us to eliminate any subversives: to protect the innocent; and to safeguard free speech and a free screen wherever threatened.

      "The absence of a national policy, established by Congress, with respect to the employment of Communists in private industry makes our task difficult. Ours is a nation of laws. We request Congress to enact legislation to assist American industry to rid itself of subversive, disloyal elements.

      "Nothing subversive or un-American has appeared on the screen, nor can any number of Hollywood investigations obscure the patriotic services of the 30,000 loyal Americans employed in Hollywood who have given our government invaluable aid to war and peace."

1948—
Marshall Plan (The European Recovery Program)--$13 billion over 5 years to restore the economies of 16 European countries—in February, 1948, the Soviet Union supported a coup in Czechoslovakia, where the Communist Party won 38% of the vote in the 1947 elections, and controlled the government of Edvard Benes--

Berlin airlift—after Soviets blocked access to Berlin when western countries proposed creating West Germany as a separate state—US airlifted supplies for a year until the Soviets lifted the blockade—


As a result, the Truman administration supported a 6-part defense strategy (Roark, p. 956):

1. Development of atomic weapons—by 1950, Truman supported development of the H-bomb, equivalent to 500 A-bombs, after Russians began testing A-bombs—many scientists, and George Kennan, warned about an endless “arms race”—Truman advocated “deterrence”--
2. Strengthening traditional military forces---created the National Security Council, the Department of War became the Department of Defense—the military budget was now 1/3 of the federal budget—a peacetime draft
3. Military alliances with other nations—creation of NATO, or “collective security”--
4. Military and economic aid to other countries, regardless of their domestic polices

5. Creation of an espionage network—the National Security Act (1947) also created the CIA—affected the elections in Italy and in other countries aided coups—unaccountable to any popular/political control--
6. Propaganda campaign to build support around the world—the Congress for Cultural Freedom (controlled by the CIA) supported artists and musicians and often funnel money through Irving Brown of the AFL to influence unionism or labor situations abroad—it was secretive and paid for magazines and artists’ tours to counteract Soviet culture in Europe—in 1967, Ramparts Magazine revealed that the whole project was funded by the CIA—Thomas Braden wrote a response in The Saturday Evening Post, “I’m Glad the CIA is Immoral”

http://www.cambridgeclarion.org/press_cuttings/braden_20may1967.html   
Truman orders desegregation of armed forces


Women become part of armed forces—even supported by Eisenhower, who remarked that he hoped that after a tour or two, the women would get married and leave--

US recognizes Israel


August 3, 1948—Whittaker Chambers appears before HUAC, which included Richard Nixon as a member, in Washington and “named names,” including Alger Hiss, a native of Baltimore, graduate of City College and JHU, as members of the Communist Party but did not accuse Hiss of espionage—Chambers had been an active member of the communist Party in the 1920s and broke after the Moscow trials and his conversion to Christianity and confessed to everything in September, 1939 with an immunity from prosecution—became a senior editor at Time Magazine—when Hiss sued Chambers on October 8, 1948 in a $75,000 libel suit, Chambers retrieved letters, copies of State Department documents and five strips of microfilm, which had been briefly stored in a pumpkin at Chambers’ farm in Westminster—Chambers repeatedly said that Hiss was not involved in espionage and, in any case, Hiss could not be tried because of a statute of limitations—Hiss was tried twice for perjury and was convicted at the second trial in 1950 and sentenced to five years in prison—to the end of his life, Hiss denied all charges and Chambers became a famous figure on the growing right-wing in the US—he wrote his autobiography, Witness, which warned of the dangers of communism and which Ronald Reagan claimed had changed him from a New Deal Democrat to a conservative Republican—Pipe Creek Farm, on East Saw Mill Road in Westminster, was designated as a National Historic Landmark in 1988

After Hiss’ conviction on January 25, 1950, the red scare escalated, in combination with the Korean war—Nixon used the red scare to win election to the Senate over Helen Gahagen Douglas and McCarthy gave the famous speech in Wheeling, WVA on February 9, 1950, in which he held up a sheet of paper and claimed it had the list of 205 Communists in the State Department—two weeks later, a cartoon by Herblock created the term “McCarthyism”—

The Hiss case has been called “a defining case” in US history which conflicts over his actions, proof in archives in Russia and Hungary, testimony from witnesses both tainted and genuine--

1948 Election
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Called by some observers as “the greatest political upset in the country’s history,” the campaign was held in the midst of turmoil—Democrats frantically tried to recruit Eisenhower to run--Truman reestablished price controls—in the last weeks of the campaign, both Truman and Dewey created newsreels/campaign movies and Truman’s was so much more effective that it was credited with his upset win—first real visual media influence that JFK was so adroit at using


Truman—ran the whistle-stop campaign to “Give ‘Em Hell, Harry”--

Thomas E. Dewey—Governor of New York--the figure on the wedding cake over other famous figures like Douglas MacArthur and Earl Warren--
Strom Thurmond—Governor of South Carolina, rabid segregationist and father of an illegitimate child with a black woman--the Dixiecrats, who walked out of the Democratic Convention when it passed a civil rights plank, pushed by Minneapolis mayor Hubert H. Humphrey, who memorably stated that "the time has come for the Democratic Party to get out of the shadow of states' rights and walk forthrightly into the bright sunshine of human rights!"

Henry Wallace—who had been fired as Secretary of Commerce for opposing Truman’s anti-communist legislation--ran in opposition to the cold war—split the union movement--The Progressives proposed stronger government regulation and control of Big Business. They also campaigned to end discrimination against blacks and women, backed a minimum wage and called for the elimination of the House Committee on Un-American Activities,

The Democrats not only won the presidency but recaptured both House and Senate as the economy began to improve after tough years in 1946-47—
1949—
Chinese Communists, led by Mao Tse-Tung, take control and established The Peoples Republic of China—raised the issue “who lost China?”--—Chaing Kai Shek retreats to Taiwan after the US spent $ 3 billion to aid the nationalists during the Civil war—


Third phases of Smith Act Trials-Eleven leaders of the Communist Party were charged under the Smith Act in 1949. The accusation was that "they conspired... to organize as the Communist Party and willfully to advocate and teach the principles of Marxism-Leninism," which was equated with meaning "overthrowing and destroying the government of the United States by force and violence" at some unspecified future time. They were also accused of conspiring to "publish and circulate... books, articles, magazines, and newspapers advocating the principles of Marxism-Leninism." The Communist Manifesto by Marx and Engels, Lenin's State and Revolution, and Stalin's Foundation of Leninism were introduced as evidence for the prosecution.


The trial at the Foley Square Courthouse in Manhattan took nine months to conduct. Among the eleven charged were 

Gil Green, a long-time Party leader; 

Eugene Dennis and Henry Winston, leaders of the national organization; 

John Gates, editor of the Daily Worker; and 

Gus Hall, then leader of the Party in Ohio. 

Ten defendants were given sentences of five years and fined $10,000; an eleventh defendant, armed forces veteran Robert G. Thompson – a distinguished hero of the Second World War – was sentenced to three years as an act of gratitude. All of the defense attorneys (including future Congressman George W. Crockett) were cited for contempt of court and given prison sentences.


The convicted Communists appealed the verdicts, but the Supreme Court upheld their convictions in 1951 in Dennis v. United States by a vote of six to two with Justices Hugo Black and William O. Douglas dissenting. Black wrote that the government's indictment was "a virulent form of prior censorship of speech and press" and a violation of the First Amendment.


Good description of this trial, with quotes and details, at http://www.english.illinois.edu/maps/poets/g_l/jerome/smithact.htm 
             First Atomic bomb exploded by Russia—nuclear age begins
THE CAR SOCIETY

A consummate business strategy crafted by Alfred P. Sloan, Jr., the MIT-trained genius behind General Motors, to expand auto sales and maximize profits by eliminating streetcars. In 1922, according to GM's own files, Sloan established a special unit within the corporation which was charged, among other things, with the task of replacing America's electric railways with cars, trucks and buses.

1950


Korean War—the artificial division of Korea after WWII, as Viet Nam was divided, created two separate military zones, divided by the 38th parallel—in July, 1948, elections in the south put Syngman Rhee as president and the US withdrew all troops—in the north, the People’s Republic, led by Kim Il-Sung and the soviets withdrew troops—in the south, there was a revolutionary movement, inspired by the Chinese October Revolution, against landlords, factory owners and the Rhee government--

Diners Club issues the first credit card
1952


National Security agency founded

1953

June 19—Julius and Ethel Rosenberg executed
1954—
January 21—first nuclear submarine, the Nautilus, is launched

March 1—Puerto Rican nationalists shoot five Congressmen on the floor of Congress in a move for Puerto Rican independ3nce

Ray Kroc buys first McDonalds

April 22-June 17—the Army-McCarthy hearings inquiry in the US Senate

May 7—the French army is defeated at an obscure battle at an outpost  called Dien Bien Phu, in a faraway place named French Indo-China, later known as Viet Nam, by an obscure guerilla army known as the Viet Minh, directed by Vo Nguyen Giap—the threat to colonial control brings in the US,

Brown v Board of Education

July 6, 1954—on a Thursday night in Memphis, TN, disc jockey Dewey Phillips plays (over and over again) an acetate made by an electrician’s apprentice with the unlikely name of Elvis Presley—the response was so great—phone calls and telegrams to the station--that Elvis’ parents have to search through a movie theater to find the young man and get him into the studio for an interview, which consists of one question: “Where did you go to high school?” Elvis’ response “Humes” was a kind of code because it was a white high school in segregated Memphis, even though the song, a cover of Big Boy Crudup’s “That’s All Right, Mama,” was a black song

1955

In a sign of how divided the country, and various cities are, consider Montgomery, AL—
· In January 1953, Hank Williams' remains were buried at the Oakwood Annex in Montgomery, Alabama. His funeral was said to have been far larger than any ever held for a citizen of Alabama and is still, as of 2005[update] The ultimate honky-tonk singer, Williams claims he learned to play from a black street musician in Mt. Olive named Rufus “Tee Tot” Payne—there is a statue of Hank Williams in front of the City Hall in Montgomery
· In 1954, a young Baptist minister moved to town to take over The Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in Montgomery
· March 22, 1955—teenager Claudette Colvin refused to give up her seat on a bus in Montgomery and was forcibly removed from the bus
· December 1, 1955—a more experience civil rights supporter, Rosa Parks, refuses to move to the back of the bus, the Montgomery bus boycott begins and history is changed--

Congress adds “In God We Trust” to coins
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